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A. Inventory of Existing Conditions

iINTropucTion. Sher-Wood Airport is located in the northeastern most corner of
Montana, in an area rich in local history, rolling prairie, and agricultural
production. Sher-Wood Airport is an important transportation facility, servicing
Plentywood, Sheridan County, and Northeastern Montana. The Airport serves as
a vital regional economic asset, providing benefit to local businesses and
industries, medical transport, promoting tourism, and encouraging future
business and economic development throughout the region.

A number of changes have transpired during recent years on the local and regional level that
necessitate an evaluation of the Airport’s current and future operational characteristics and facilities,
as well as providing a plan and program for airport development. This Master Plan Update will
provide a long-term development plan for the Airport as a means for accommodating the anticipated
future aviation demand.

The future requirements will be evaluated not only from the standpoint of aviation needs, but also
from the relationship of airport facilities to the surrounding land uses, and the community as a
whole. This planning document will focus on a complete and comprehensive aviation facility, with
the overall goal being facilities development that can accommodate future demand that is not
significantly constrained by its environs.

The initial Tnventory of Existing Conditions chapter will examine three (3) basic elements of the
Airport, which are: airport facilities (runway, taxiways, aircraft parking aprons, hangars, ground
access, etc.); the relationship to the surrounding airport/airspace system; and, the airport environs.
Subsequent chapters will detail the Airport’s forecasts of aviation activity and evaluate the ability of
existing airport facilities to safely and efficiently accommodate anticipated demand. Alternatives will
be analyzed that provide necessary facilities to meet projected demand. Further, an implementation
schedule will be provided, cost estimates developed, and an overview of potential environmental

impacts will be presented.

As illustrated in the figure AIRPORT LOCATION MAP, the City of Plentywood is located in
Sheridan County, which is situated in northeast Montana. Plentywood is located approximately 15
miles south of the Canadian border, 40 miles east of Scobey, MT, 60 miles northwest of Williston,
ND, 65 miles north of Sidney, MT, and 275 miles northeast of Billings, MT. Sher-Wood Airport is
located about two miles northeast of the Plentywood central business district, an shown on the

illustration ATRPORT VICINITY MAP.
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Figure A1 AIRPORT LOCATION MAP
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Figure A2 AIRPORT VICINITY MAP
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Airport Role and Facilities

Sher-Wood Airport is located outside the existing city limits, and is owned and operated by the City-
County Airport Board. The responsibility for the development needs of the Airport, and compliance
with all Federal, State, and local regulations pertaining to the development and operation of the
Airport, lies with the Airport Board.

The Airport Reference Point (ARP) is located at Latitude 48°47° 20.400” N, and Longitude 104° 31’
22.700” W. The FAA classifies Sher-Wood Airport as a general aviation airport in the National Plan
of Integrated Airport Systems (NPIAS). The Airport has an elevation of 2,264 feet above mean sea
level (AMSL) and has property consisting of approximately 580 acres.

Sher-Wood Airport came into existence with a purchase of 578 acres from Louise “Nancy” Marron
in 1957. In the spring of 1958, the Airport began construction of a 3,200 foot hard surface runway,
and two turf crosswind runways. Sher-Wood Airport now serves the general aviation needs of the
community by providing many aviation-related services, including: agricultural spraying, business-
related flying, air charters for medical services, and recreational flying.

According to a study completed by the Montana Aeronautics Division, (7he Ecomonic Impact of
Airports in Montana, 2009), Sher-Wood Airport generated over $85,000 in economic activity and
accounted for five (5) local jobs. Currently, Sher-Wood Airport is operated with one (1) paved
runway (Runway 12/30), two (2) turf runways (Runways 8/26, and 16/34), a full length parallel

taxiway, 17 individual hangars, five (5) aircraft apron parking positions, and support facilities. The
following figure EXISTING AIRPORT LAYOUT, provides a graphic presentation of the existing

airport facilities.

Airside Facilities

Runways.

Runway 12/30 is the primary runway. It is 75 feet in width and 3,900 feet in length. It is constructed
of asphalt and has a gross weight bearing capacity of 12,500 pounds single wheel main landing gear
configuration. The pavement for Runway 12/30 is currently in good condition.

1 Lighting: This runway is equipped with Medium Intensity Runway Lights (MIRL) and
Precision Approach Path Indicators (PAPI).
1 Marking: Runway 12/30 has non-precision approach markings reportedly in good condition.

Runway 8/26 is a turf runway. It is 60 feet in width, and 2,951 feet in length.

Runway 16/34 is a turf runway. It is 83 feet in width, and 1,601 feet in length.
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Figure A3 EXISTING AIRPORT LAYOUT
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Taxiways. There is one (1) paved full length taxiway providing access between Runway 12/30 and
the aircraft apron and hangar area. The full length taxiway is 25 feet wide.

Landside Facilities

1 Apron. There is one (1) aircraft apron at Sher-Wood Airport accommodating five (5) marked
aircraft tie-downs. This apron consists of approximately 61,500 square feet of aircraft
parking and movement space.

1 Hangars and Buildings. There are 17 individual hangars within the landside development
area of Sher-Wood Airport.

Other airport structures include a communications building; an administration building, and a
miscellaneous building.

1 Fuel Storage Facilities. Aviation fuel is presently stored in one (1) 10,000 gallon underground
storage tank (UST). Currently 100 Low Lead (100 LL or AVGAS) is the only aviation fuel
being sold at the airfield.

Fuel is distributed through a credit card, manual pump system, located in the transient parking area.
Total gallons of fuel sold in the past 5 years is presented in the following table FUEL SALES, 2008-
2012.

Table A1
FUEL SALES, 2008-2012

Year 100 LL (Gallons)
2008 4,662
2009 2,924
2010 2,033
2011 2,634
2012 6,557

Source: Sher-Wood Airport Board.

1 Visual Navigation Facilities. Existing visual navigational aids available to pilots at the Airport
include a rotating beacon, which is located northwest of the Administration Building. A
lighted wind cone with segmented circle is located north of the paved runway, Runway
12/30 and south of the turf runway, Runway 8/26. The MIRL and PAPI are other
additional visual approach aides located at the Airport.

1 Vehicle Access. Airport Road, which connects to Box Elder Road, leading from the City of
Plentywood and Montana State Highways 5 and 16, provides access to the Airport. State
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